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Dear Trojan Dental Family, 

Last week, it was announced that Beong-Soo Kim would become the 13th
President of USC! We are tremendously proud and excited to work with
President Kim as he takes on this new position. As Interim President, Beong
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has been incredibly attentive and thoughtful, taking time to make special
appearances at a few of our events already and meeting with our faculty. As
most of you know, President Kim is laser-focused on striving toward academic
excellence — an initiative we are more than happy to align ourselves with. 

To do that, though, it is essential that we share a clear understanding of where
we are headed as an oral healthcare educational institution and how we intend
to get there. We recently created a Strategic Initiatives Taskforce to help us
spearhead these efforts. Led by Mariela Padilla, the Taskforce is composed of
Yaara Berdan, Mina Habibian, Jin-Ho Phark, Jian Xu and Jill Yoshimi. The
Taskforce is starting its work to gather broad input from the entire Ostrow
community on our Strategic Initiatives, which will help us cultivate our vision at
Ostrow, aligning our priorities, resources and actions in support of a shared
mission. In striving toward these goals, it is also important that we can measure
our progress and assess our accomplishments.  

 

We need your help, though. Starting later this month, we will begin hosting a
series of validation sessions, inviting members of our academic community to
participate. Your perspectives and insights are vital to ensuring that these
Strategic Initiatives are meaningful to our community, relevant and reflective of
our shared goals. We encourage your participation and engagement.

Several session dates and times (listed below) are being offered to
accommodate varied schedules. Additional dates will be added as soon as they
become available. Please register here for one of the following upcoming
sessions:
 

•    Tuesday 2/17 5-6 p.m. (Zoom)

•    Wednesday 2/18 12-1p.m. (Zoom)

•    Wednesday 2/25 7-8 a.m. (Zoom)

•    Monday 3/2 6-7 p.m. (Zoom)

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FRaKqkUYwHH%3Forigin%3DlprLink__%3B!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!uqNvyFS56Z3zLbIXSdyr4QziseC93OW-fw9b-dlWTNalE7FUCUQyQHOMQD3JLHDKLgeuMRtdjqDPbWInw8YWxySK2j7LGWHou17B7A%24&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967483423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Haox95zMRmEqrLEWixockS9wU5%2BcU5NMLToPgAcV1cY%3D&reserved=0


3 of 5

•    Tuesday 3/3 12-1 p.m. (Zoom)

•    Thursday 3/10 12-1 pm (In-Person)

 

Thank you in advance for your participation and, once again, thank you to our
Strategic Initiatives Taskforce for their efforts. 

 

In other news, we recently held this year’s first ADEX Dental Exams (January
30-February 1) for our DDS/ASPID Class of 2026 at the Norris Dental Science
Center. Hosting these exams every year is no easy feat — especially in a way
that so often garners compliments from ADEX representatives about how
clean, organized and detail-oriented our school is. I’d like to thank Anita
Tourah for her extensive efforts in making sure our students were prepared for
the exam, Tami Oshiro for helping facilitate the exam and Jill Yoshimi for her
leadership over several teams whose help is essential to the administration of a
successful exam: Facilities (Silvestre Guzman and Jonathan Lopez),
Dispensary (Vivian Amaya and Ramon Solano) and the Instrument
Management Services Team. I’d also like to acknowledge the efforts of our
Student Runners, who transported completed typodonts to the ADEX reps.
Thank you all for your time and hard work. The next scheduled ADEX exam is
February 28 and March 1. 

Ostrow’s Office of Continuing Education recently released its latest episode
of the podcast Louped In, available where you catch all your podcasts. The
episode, “Passion and Professionalism,” features Diane Melrose, who shares
with host Alon Frydman her origin story (she first was inspired to oral
healthcare as a 9-year-old, watching her father deal with tooth loss) and early-
career adventures, the importance of interpersonal skills in the oral healthcare
field and some details about the upcoming Ruth Ragland Symposium, taking
place Saturday, March 14, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. These discussions are
always so interesting, and I congratulate Alon on another great episode. You
can catch the episode here.  If you’d like more information about the Ruth
Ragland Symposium, please visit here and to register, visit the Continuing
Education page on our website.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fus%2Fpodcast%2Flouped-in%2Fid1570521484__%3B!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!uqNvyFS56Z3zLbIXSdyr4QziseC93OW-fw9b-dlWTNalE7FUCUQyQHOMQD3JLHDKLgeuMRtdjqDPbWInw8YWxySK2j7LGWH3QG6IYw%24&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967503156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kUawh%2BmiS%2Fxj7CVLLuVNpff38CvwQudqRCXIjtsM614%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F4a1d22a93db2%2Fjust-a-few-days-left-to-sign-up-6046443%3Fe%3Dd0291b58b9__%3B!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!uqNvyFS56Z3zLbIXSdyr4QziseC93OW-fw9b-dlWTNalE7FUCUQyQHOMQD3JLHDKLgeuMRtdjqDPbWInw8YWxySK2j7LGWGEWkZA-A%24&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967514490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UMqihRl1OQt%2FwR3ZEbw6wrv%2BR4zcRtCbi%2BPhI5Gy09I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fostrowce.usc.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967525064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RRnaU%2FLZbunMWAQCiUru%2Fsl8uXRRbHMC9NbK%2Bq918so%3D&reserved=0
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Finally, you might have seen the latest issue of TroDent is out now. The issue’s
cover story commemorates the 50th anniversary of Ostrow’s premier support
group, the Friends of Dentistry, whose impact over the years has been felt
across the school. We are so incredibly grateful for the continued assistance
and guidance provided by our alumni support groups, including the Friends of
Dentistry (and, of course, the Century Club Alumni Association). Inside,
there are features about the introduction of AI into various aspects of our
curriculum, a story about Ostrow’s Community Clinics Selective Program
(formerly known as the Community-Based Clinical Education Program) as well
as a patient-care success story about the save-a-tooth kits that every DPS
officer now carries with them. Additionally, there’s plenty of news items
spanning the entire calendar year of 2026, an Ostrow’s Got Talent about beach
volleyball player/dental student Luciano Jimenez and “Five Things” about our
new IMS unit, Uncle Maurice, set to hit streets later this year. I’d like to thank
the Office of Communications (especially John Hobbs) for the work put into
this issue. You can find physical copies at distribution points around the school,
but if you’d like to see the digital version, it’s located here.
 

With that, I wish you a great Presidents Day weekend! Fight on!

 

 

Yang Chai, DDS, PhD
Dean
G. Donald and Marian James Montgomery Professor of Dentistry 
University Professor of Dentistry, Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative
Medicine, and Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery

Copyright © 2020 Herman Ostrow School of Dentistry of USC, All rights reserved.

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdentistry.usc.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F02%2FSingle-Cover-Back-Spreads-Inside-reduced.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967537090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2FKyJ8vhGZ7k4y9Cyuv%2FZl1%2FTuKip89Crlan2SztNcI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fdean_sadan__%3B!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!uqNvyFS56Z3zLbIXSdyr4QziseC93OW-fw9b-dlWTNalE7FUCUQyQHOMQD3JLHDKLgeuMRtdjqDPbWInw8YWxySK2j7LGWFIilxU-g%24&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967554389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9dl4Uxv5EMmr2G%2F7%2FW38SjWI7%2FDzNV1HAq2IE5vwwq8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fdeansadan__%3B!!LIr3w8kk_Xxm!uqNvyFS56Z3zLbIXSdyr4QziseC93OW-fw9b-dlWTNalE7FUCUQyQHOMQD3JLHDKLgeuMRtdjqDPbWInw8YWxySK2j7LGWFA02paaA%24&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967566371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BfzLAL42K9c8sB6Xz9RQvByjHftFVcGb%2Br2mAWRsy2I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdentistry.usc.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjohnhobbs%40ostrow.usc.edu%7C9a14c41d226d4bd2a54608de6b240667%7C443035a8ee0f47a89ec326c4327f59d9%7C1%7C0%7C639065999967576841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lVrHrVL%2FTsZpdkLrFCXJkgcNesv0s%2FMbI24Vlh%2BrMWI%3D&reserved=0
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Our mailing address is:
925 W. 34th Street DEN 202

Los Angeles, CA 90089

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

 

 

 


